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Year 11 English
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SECTION 1 - Independent Reading and Book Review

Select ANY of the suggested novels below and read independently. You should read about 5 chapters every week. 
· Fahrenheit by Ray Bradbury 
· Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
· The Trial by Franz Kafka 
· The Fault in Our Stars by John Green
TASK 1: Book Review 
Complete this book review in detail:
BOOK TITLE: _______________________________________________________________________________
AUTHOR: __________________________________________________________________________________
GENRE: ___________________________________________________________________________________
SUMMARY OF CONTENT: _____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Give an example of something that you liked in the novel and explain why you liked it.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Give an example of something that you would change in the novel. Explain your choice. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Recommend this book to a friend and explain why they should read it.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SECTION 2 - Reading Comprehension
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SECTION 3 - Writing
Task 1: Letter Writing 
[image: ]                                     
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 Task 2: Summary
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TASK 3: Report Writing
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9 What particular food does Sarah wish she could eat while at the base?
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10 Inwhat ways is life similar for people in Antarctica and astronauts in space? Give four details.
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You are planning a special party, and want some help from your friend.
Write an email to your friend about the party.
In your email, you should:
« saywhat the party is for
+ describe the plans you have already made
« explain how your friend can help you.
‘The pictures above may give you some ideas, and you can also use some ideas of your own.
Your email should be between 150 and 200 words long.

You will receive up to 8 marks for the content of your email, and up to 8 marks for the language
used.
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Read the article about a type of animal called a sloth, which lives in forests in parts of Central and
South America.

Write a summary about the features of sloths’ bodies that enable them to live in trees.

Your summary should be about 100 words long (and no more than 120 words long). You
should use your own words as far as possible.

‘You will eceive up to 8 marks for the content of your summary and up to 8 marks for the style and
accuracy of your language.
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Sloths

The sloth is an animal that spends most of its time high up in the trees of Central and South America.
There are different species of sloths, including the brown-throated sioth and the endangered pygmy
sloth.

The word ‘sloth’ means inclined to laziness, and these relaxed
and very slow-moving creatures certainly appear to live up to
the name. With the help of their extremely specialised claws
which curve toward the wrist creating four large, natural
hooks, they can hang upside down from a tree branch for
days without effort. This is also possible as they have less
muscle mass than you might expect — 30% less than other
mammals of equal size. In fact, they eat, sleep, breed and give
birth while hanging from tree branches. You would expect that
being born high above the ground might cause problems if the.
babies slip, but they are bom with such strong skeletons that
a fall from the trees will generally not hurt them. Sloths exist
almost entirely on a diet of leaves which they pul from the trees using their long sticky tongues.
These leaves are such a poor source of nutrition and energy that eating is central to the creatures’
‘whole lifestyle, and they spend almost every waking moment doing it.

Due to the amount of effort needed to obtain enough nutrients, the sloth's metabolism (the chemical
process in the body that breaks down food) is amazingly slow. In fact, it is the slowest in the entire
animal kingdom, meaning that a leaf that is consumed might take weeks to pass through the sloth’s
body.
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The time spent eating means a lack of time spent on maintaining clean fur, which in turn allows an
organism called algae to grow on the sloths during the rainy season. This gives their fur a greenish
colour which is useful as they spend as much as 95% of their lives in the trees, where the colour
helps hide them from other animals. The fur has another important benefit: in most mammals, hair
grows downwards, towards the feet, but because sloths spend so much time hanging upside down
with their legs above their bodies, the outer hairs grow in the opposite direction, away from the feet.
This provides protection against the rain, creating a natural path for water to flow off the animal.

Sloths have also adapted intemally for an upside-down life. Al their intemal organs, including the
heart, liver and stomach, are arranged inside in a different pattern from that seen in most mammals.
This means that nothing gets crushed or obstructed when the animal is hanging motionless for
extended periods of time. Even with the ability to remain stil and hidden among the leaves, it is
stil important to know what's going on around you. Sloths therefore possess an extra bone in their
neck which allows them to turn their head nearly 270 degrees. This enables them to look down at
the forest floor while hanging from a tree.

Many sloths need to move to sunny spots to warm up when it is cold. In such weather, their
temperature drops and they find it harder to move because they are so cold. This can be dangerous
for sloth populations because they must move around in the tree to eat in order to survive.




image11.png
You recently went on a school trip. Your teacher has asked you to write a report about the trip and
make suggestions for next year.

Here are two comments from your classmates:

. -

I wish we hadn't had to do The people we meet were mug

S0 many things. h""P'f“" /
— -

Write a report for your teacher, giving your views.
‘The comments above may give you some ideas, and you can also use some ideas of your own.
Your article should be between 150 and 200 words long.

You will receive up to 8 marks for the content of your report, and p to 8 marks for the language
used.
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Exercise 1

Read the article about Dr Sarah Hilton, a researcher working in Antarctica, and then answer the
following questions.

Antarctic space research

Nobody knows what it like to live on Mars, but the
scientist Dr Sarah Hilton does have some idea. She's
spending a year at the Concordia research base in
Antarctica, where the special conditions found there
are helping her leam about what life on Mars might be
like for future astronauts.

The region has an average temperature of minus
50°C. The sun vanishes completely for four months in
‘winter, with temperatures dropping to minus 80°C. The.
base is so far from civilisation that its the only place on
Earth where you get the same feeling of remoteness
that astronauts experience. In fact, it takes longer
fo get to Antarctica than to the Intemational Space
Station 400 kilometres above us!

Sarah is part of a team of 13 scientists who are living and working at the base. During summer,
Concordia is home to up to 60 visiting scientists. But in winter, a crew of only 10 is left to run the
base, so everyone has several roles: the chef is also a fireman; the plumber is trained as a medical
assistant.

When asked why she applied, Sarah says: ‘I've always been fascinated by Antarctica. I'd already
experienced working in constant daylight at the North Pole, which had a negative effect on
my body's ability to tell day from night. But sleeping in 24-hour darkness in Antarctica is totally
different. Also, you immediately notice the flat landscape and strong winds here.” Sarah's main
job is monitoring the effects of these conditions on health, as previous studies found that people
working in Antarctica share many physical challenges with those working in space. Resuits on
Earth can give clues about possible problems astronauts might face.
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Sarah has discovered that although the freezing cold and lack of sunlight make conditions very
uncomfortable, she was surprised to find that living with strangers is harder than anything else.
Her team is of mixed experience and cultural background, inciuding a French scientist, an ltalian
physicist and some Spanish astronomers. Although English is used when discussing research,
there is a multicultural atmosphere, with Spanish being the most common language used in social
situations.

Sarah started off trying to make friends with everyone because like being in space, communicating
with people back home can be difficult. She soon realised, however, that having just a few close
friends has made her feel more positive, and has also enabled her to focus more on work. She
produces research which predicts how people might perform on future missions to the Moon, Mars
and beyond. One study that Sarah hopes will be useful is to measure people’s eyesight during their
visit as, just like the conditions in space, everyone at the base has only artifcial light for many months.

Considering this difficult environment, everyday life at the base is wel-managed, with the team
kept occupied. While most prefer reading books, or using the games consoles provided, Sarah
enjoys taking photos to record her trip when she isn't working. The food at the base is good,
even if most of it is preserved — for example, vegetables and meat come in tins. Sarah admits to
missing things like salad, although she made sure she brought plenty of chocolate, her favourite
treat, with her on the trip. Team members' personal items are important, and Sarah regrets not
having her favourite shampoo, which she wasn't allowed to bring with her. This is because the
base in Antarctica reuses its water through the same special recycling system that is used on the
Intenational Space Station, and it can't cope with the chemicals found in many washing products.

And Sarah's future? She says, ‘I'd love to go to Mars if | could, but | don't think it's very likely"
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What is the coldest the weather can get where Sarah is working?

How many members of staff remain to manage the base after the summer?

Which job does the cook at the base also do?

What environmental factor meant that Sarah had difficulty sleeping in a previous job?

What is the biggest challenge that Sarah has to deal with at the base?

Which language do the scientists speak when they are not working?

What has helped to make Sarah’s life at the base easier?

What does Sarah like doing while at the base?





